Partial status epilepticus related to independent occipital foci in posterior reversible encephalopathy syndrome (PRES).
Posterior reversible encephalopathy syndrome (PRES) is an acute disorder characterised by a variable association of neurologic symptoms with potentially reversible oedematous abnormalities mainly in the parieto-occipital regions of the brain. Despite the significant incidence of seizures, the EEG characteristics of epileptic disorders related to PRES have rarely been investigated. We report the case of an 85-year-old man who presented with generalised tonic-clonic seizures and prolonged disturbances of consciousness as clinical manifestations of PRES due to moderate exacerbation of chronic hypertension. An EEG performed during an alteration of mental function displayed a pattern of partial status epilepticus (SE) in both temporo-parieto-occipital regions. The seizure activity originated from two independent epileptic foci located in the occipital area of each hemisphere and could be related to the parenchymal abnormalities of PRES. The EEG pattern of partial SE related to independent occipital foci illustrates a distinctive seizure disorder that could be characteristic of PRES in adult patients.